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VITAL  DATA  ADDED  TO  NEW  CURRENCY  BOOK 


A  great  amount  of  interest  has  been 
seen  lately  with  respect  to  the  collect¬ 
ing  of  current-size  United  States  paper 
money.  Certain  kinds  of  notes  have  be¬ 
come  exceedingly  scarce  and  greatly  in 
demand,  especially  in  the  National  Bank 
Note  series  and  other  obsolete  types  and 
varieties.  Of  the  notes  now  circulating, 
the  many  changes  of  signature  have 
resulted  in  an  extensive  number  of 
varieties  that  may  be  found  in  everyday 
use.  Both  of  these  aspects  of  the  current 
paper  money  market  arc  presented  in 
their  entirety  in  Neil  Shafer’s  Guide 
Book  of  Modern  United  States  Cur- 
|  rency,  scheduled  for  its  sixth  edition 
release  in  May. 

All  through  this  new  edition  there  arc 
facts  and  figures  never  before  presented. 
A  major  breakthrough  in  ascertaining 
totals  for  some  of  the  earlier  issues  of 
modem-size  notes  was  accomplished 
through  research  made  by  the  eminent 
numismatist  Walter  Breen.  By  searching 
records  other  than  those  held  by  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving,  he  has  been  able  to 
locate  many  figures  showing  quantities 
printed  for  earlier  series  of  notes  which 
the  Bureau  itself  could  not  supply  from 
information  it  had  retained.  Breen’s  fig¬ 
ures  are  presented  in  this  new  edition 
for  the  first  time  in  any  book  on  the 
subject.  A  look  at  some  of  them  indicates 
why  certain  notes  known  to  be  scarce 
are  indeed  so — the  Bureau  simply  did 
not  make  very  many  of  them. 

Another  fact  that  crystallizes  because 
of  Breen’s  newly  found  totals  is  the 
relative  scarcity  of  star  or  replacement 
notes.  The  collecting  of  star  notes  is  on 
a  previously  unknown  high  level  of  in¬ 
terest,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  new 
edition  by  many  new  listings.  More  ac¬ 
curate  evaluation  of  these  notes  has 
been  made  possible  by  a  more  broadly 
|  based  group  of  price  contributors. 

'  A  word  about  the  expanding  panel 
of  contributors  is  in  order  here.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  list  is  the  biggest  and 
without  doubt  the  best  so  far  assembled 
for  die  purpose  of  compiling  a  set  of 


market  evaluations  as  accurately  tuned 
to  actual  conditions  as  possible.  Thus, 
many  prices  shown  in  the  book  have 
been  adjusted;  some  show  startling 
gains,  while  others  long  overrated  have 
finally  come  down  to  a  realistic  level. 
This  is  in  essence  one  of  the  prime  pur¬ 
poses  of  Whitman  catalogs,  and  one  in 


which  we  take  great  pride — that  the  sole 
intent  is  to  reflect  the  market  as  it  is, 
rather  than  as  someone  would  wish  it 
to  be.  By  doing  this,  the  catalogs  become 
really  useful  tools,  instead  of  false  in¬ 
dicators  of  high  value  and  an  active 
market  when  in  some  instances  there 
may  be  none.  It  is  for  the  above  rea¬ 
sons  that  Whitman  constantly  strives  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  the  leading 
authorities  in  the  field,  and  the  present 
panel  certainly  represents  some  of  the 
most  knowledgeable  individuals  on  the 
subject. 

Another  factor  that  created  a  great 
deal  of  revision  work  was  the  amount  of 
“catching-up”  that  had  to  be  done  with 
respect  to  the  changes  in  Treasurers 
and  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  since 
the  previous  edition.  Treasury  Secretary 
Kennedy  was  replaced  by  John  B.  Con- 
nally;  United  States  Treasurer  Mrs.  Ka- 
bis  died  in  July  1971;  Romana  Acosta 
Banuelos  became  Treasurer,  and  soon 
after  that  Mr.  Connally  was  replaced 


by  the  present  Secretary  George  P. 
Shultz.  These  official  changes  took  place 
at  such  rapid  and  irregular  intervals  that 
new  plates  with  the  new  signatures  had 
to  be  made  before  a  complete  run  of 
denominations  was  printed.  Conse¬ 
quently,  we  have  a  series  of  incomplete 
signature  issues  coupled  with  the  in¬ 
teresting  fact  that  notes  of  the  same 
type  and  series  designations  do  not  all 
show  the  same  signature  combination, 
beginning  with  1969B.  This  has  hap¬ 
pened  before,  but  not  in  recent  years. 
Full  details  and  listings  are  carried  in 
the  new  edition  of  the  book. 

For  the  past  several  editions  the 
Shafer  book  included  a  unique  section 
covering  all  United  States  Military  Pay¬ 
ment  Certificates.  These  notes  comprise 
a  series  of  issues  made  primarily  to  be 
used  as  pay  for  military  personnel  over¬ 
seas.  Thirteen  different  issues  have  been 
made  since  1946,  and  some  are  in  use 
at  this  time  in  certain  areas.  The  MPC 
section  of  the  book  has  proved  to  be 
extremely  popular  with  a  great  many 
collectors  and  dealers  as  well,  and  sub¬ 
stantial  help  was  received  in  formulating 
the  completely  revised  listing  of  valua¬ 
tions  for  all  issues.  Some  issties  are  dra¬ 
matically  raised,  and  the  whole  market 
for  MPC,  especially  in  higher  grades 
and  for  the  scarcer  issues,  is  very  strong. 

The  section  on  error  notes  has  also 
been  substantially  revised,  with  a  better 
explanation  of  pricing  and  a  number  of 
new  and  startling  illustrations.  Prices 
have  been  adjusted,  and  some  types  of 
errors  have  taken  a  considerable  jump 
in  value.  Error  notes  have  been  popular 
and  in  heavy  demand  for  a  long  time 
and  it  shows  in  the  level  of  prices. 

Several  other  areas  of  interest  are 
either  expanded  or  included  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  edition.  The  Bureau  of 
Engraving’s  program  for  releasing  at¬ 
tractive  souvenir  cards  at  annual  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  has  continued  to  gain  a 
wide  following,  and  several  of  the  earlier 
cards  are  now  out  of  print  and  bring 


substantial  premiums  when  available. 
While  other  souvenir  cards  have  been 
made  for  a  few  smaller  events  by  the 
Bureau,  only  those  released  at  the 
A.N.A.  conventions  are  shown  in  the 
book,  as  such  conventions  are  nationally 
recognized.  As  far  as  is  known  now,  the 
souvenir  card  program  is  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  1973  and,  we  hope,  beyond  as 
well. 


Some  months  ago  a  group  of  curious- 
looking  items  made  their  way  onto  the 
numismatic  market.  At  first  glance  they 
appear  to  be  some  kind  of  unusual 
United  States  paper  money,  but  actually 
they  arc  test  prints  made  in  Germany  on 
special  presses  which  were  subsequently 
purchased  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing.  A  noticeable  ripple  of  in¬ 
terest  has  been  seen  in  these  test  prints, 
and  more  for  the  sake  of  information 
than  anything  else,  a  piece  is  illustrated 
and  described  in  the  new  edition  with¬ 
out  any  specific  valuation  (also  see  il¬ 
lustration  with  this  story). 

As  would  be  expected,  the  greatest 
collecting  activity  in  current  notes  is 
in  $1.00  issues  by  signature  and  Federal 
Reserve  District.  Including  star  notes, 
there  arc  well  over  150  different  $1.00 
Federal  Reserve  Notes  alone,  to  say 
nothing  of  all  the  higher  denominations, 
and  some  of  these  are  in  very  short 
supply  because  of  the  irregularity  of 
change  in  Treasury  officials.  Without 
doubt  there  are  some  $5  and  $10  notes 
that  arc  going  to  escape  most  collectors, 
only  to  be  “discovered”  later  on  as  rari¬ 


ties  that  should  have  been  saved.  It 
will  pay  to  examine  the  amounts  printed 
of  these  later  issues;  it  is  quite  obvious 
which  ones  will  most  likely  be  worth 
saving.  All  necessary  data  of  this  kind 
is  included  in  the  sixth  edition  of  this 
popular  Whitman  catalog.  It  is  just 
this  type  of  material  that  has  made  each 
edition  better  than  the  previous  one. 

The  new  sixth  edition  of  Shafer’s 
Guide  Book  of  Modern  United  States 
Currency  is  a  160-pagc  hard  bound  book 
with  a  flashy  new  green  and  white  cover 
design.  Stock  number  is  9373,  and  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  has  been  retained  at 
$2.50  to  make  it  one  of  the  biggest  bar¬ 
gains  any  collector  of  paper  money  could 
ever  find.  ■ 


SURVEY  OF  COLLECTORS 
OPINIONS  CONCLUDED 

During  the  past  several  months,  a 
survey  of  collectors’  opinions  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Division  of  Western  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  the 
world’s  largest  producer  of  coin  collec¬ 
tors’  books  and  supplies. 

In  this  latest  survey,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  contact  as  many  collectors  and 
dealers  as  possible  to  record  their  opin¬ 
ions  about  current  trends  in  collecting 
modem  United  States  coins. 

The  main  question  asked  was  whether 
or  not  varieties  like  the  recently  dis¬ 
covered  1972  doubled  die  cent  should  be 
considered  part  of  the  collectible  date 
and  mint  scries,  and  if  space  should  be 
provided  for  such  coins  in  the  Whitman 
Bookshelf  coin  albums.  Opinions  were 
also  solicited  as  to  the  inclusion  of 
proof-only  nickels  minted  within  the 
past  two  years  in  the  regular  Jefferson 
Nickel  Bookshelf  Album  collection  or  in 
a  separate  additional  album,  giving  the 
hobbyist  the  option  of  forming  either 
set. 

In  addition  to  thousands  of  collectors 
contacted  through  coin  publications, 
hundreds  of  individuals  were  surveyed 
by  local  dealers  and  at  club  meetings. 
These  opinions  were  recorded  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Whitman  office,  where 
all  comments  and  suggestions  were  re¬ 
viewed  and  entered  in  the  tabulation. 

Kenneth  Bressett,  manager  of  the 
Whitman  Coin  Products  Division, 
personally  supervised  the  survey  and 
analyzed  all  comments  submitted  to 
determine  as  accurately  as  possible 
which  course  of  action  would  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  majority  of  customers. 
An  early  observation  made  it  clear  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  accommodate 
all  collectors,  because  many  were  directly 
opposed  in  their  opinions  about  includ¬ 
ing  the  1972  cent  variety  in  the  Whit¬ 
man  album. 

Final  tabulation  of  opinions  revealed 
that  about  half  of  the  respondents  felt 
that  the  1972  doubled  die  cent  should 
be  included  in  the  Bookshelf  Album 
and  half  believed  that  it  should  not. 
Arguments  for  inclusion  mostly  cited  the 
precedent  established  by  inclusion  of  the 
similar  1 955  variety  and  the  opinion  that 
these  coins  add  to  the  value  and  glamor 
of  the  Lincoln  set.  Those  speaking 
against  including  the  variety  were  not¬ 
ably  strong  in  their  opinions  that  the 
1972  coin  is  not  a  normal  mint  issue, 
and  its  relatively  high  price  would  dis¬ 
courage  many  from  attempting  to  com¬ 
plete  the  set. 

The  closeness  in  voting  and  the  many 
sound  reasons  presented  both  for  and 
against  including  the  doubled  die  coins 
have  prevented  the  Whitman  organiza¬ 


tion  from  making  a  simple  yes  or  no 
decision  about  what  to  do  with  this  coin. 

As  a  compromise,  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  accommodate  all  users  of  Whit¬ 
man  products,  and  in  the  future  the^^^ 
Lincoln  Cent  Bookshelf  Albums  will  bc^^f 
changed  in  a  way  that  will  allow  col¬ 
lectors  to  include  whichever  varieties 
they  desire. 

The  unique  new  albums  that  are  now 
being  designed  will  be  marketed  later 
this  year.  They  will  be  rearranged  to 
include  only  the  regular  date  and  mint 
coins  in  sequence.  The  last  page  of  each 
album  will  have  a  section  titled  “Vari¬ 
eties”  that  will  provide  labeled  spaces 
for  major  varieties  listed  in  the  Red 
Book  and  unlabeled  spaces  for  coins  of 
the  collector’s  choosing.  In  this  manner 
each  individual  can  decide  exactly  what 
will  be  included  in  his  collection  beyond 
the  standard  run  of  date  and  mint  coins. 


In  making  this  change  it  will  be 
necessary  to  redesign  the  Lincoln  Cent 
Bookshelf  scries  and  split  the  arrange¬ 
ment  into  three  separate  albums.  The 
first  part,  Lincoln  Cents  1909-1940  (No. 
9405),  a  three-page  Bookshelf  Album, 
will  remain  unchanged.  A  new  two-page 
album  for  the  balance  of  Lincoln  Cents 
(with  wheatears  reverse)  from  1941 
through  1958  will  not  include  the  1955 
doubled  die  variety,  but  will  have  a 
section  labeled  “Varieties,”  as  described 
above.  Another  new  album  will  house 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  Cent  collection 
starting  with  1959.  Here  again,  all 
varieties  will  be  excluded  from  the  reg¬ 
ular  date  and  mint  sequence,  but  a 
“Varieties”  section  at  the  end  of  the 
album  will  provide  spaces  for  coins  like 
the  1960,  1970,  and  1972  varieties.  The 
new  Memorial  Cent  album  will  be  a 
three-page  Bookshelf  (stock  No.  9585) 
that  will  retail  for  $3.75. 

In  response  to  the  survey’s  question 
about  including  proof-only  nickels  in 
the  Whitman  albums,  it  was  determined 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  collectors 
would  welcome  a  special  album  that 
does  include  these  coins,  and  the  decision^ 
was  made  to  manufacture  two  styles  of 
albums  for  the  Jefferson  Nickel  series 
if  the  Government  continues  to  make 
proof-only  coins  at  the  San  Francisco 


Mint.  The  traditional  album  will  in¬ 
clude  only  circulation  coins,  and  the 
new  special  album  will  have  additional 
spaces  for  the  proof-only  issues.  Similar 
^Whitman  albums  are  already  being  pro¬ 
duced  for  both  kinds  of  collections  of 
dimes,  quarters,  and  halves. 

It  was  voted  almost  unanimously 
that  none  of  these  varieties  should  be 
included  in  the  less  expensive  blue 
Whitman  coin  folders.  Most  collectors 
agreed  that  the  1972  doubled  die  cent 
should  be  listed  in  future  editions  of  the 
Whitman  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  (the  Red  Book).  No  determina¬ 
tion  has  yet  been  made  about  what  value 
may  be  placed  on  the  coin  when  it 
docs  appear  in  the  forthcoming  editions 
of  either  the  Guide  Book  or  Whitman’s 
companion  volume  on  wholesale  prices, 
the  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins 
(tlu*  Blue  Book). 

On  a  related  matter,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  term  “doubled  die”  is 
preferred  to  “double  die”  when  referring 
to  the  1955  and  1972  varieties,  and  the 
Whitman  publishers  have  agreed  to 
use  this  description  in  all  future  publi¬ 
cations  to  help  achieve  unanimity  of 
terms  in  the  hobby.  ■ 

WHITMAN  PAPERBACK 
IN  FOURTH  EDITION 

The  best  of  two  worlds — retail  and 
wholesale — is  again  combined  in  Whit¬ 
man’s  Buying  and  Selling  United  States 
Coins,  by  Ken  Brcssctt,  about  to  be 
released  in  its  fourth  edition.  For  the 
past  twenty  to  thirty  years,  Whitman's 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  and 
Handbook  of  United  States  Coins,  both 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  have  been  the  best 
selling  coin  reference  catalogs  in  the 
world.  Their  record  of  success  will  never 


>be  surpassed.  The  Buying  and  Selling 
catalog  is  a  close  runner-up  to  these 
two  in  well  deserved  popularity,  and 
collectors  are  eagerly  awaiting  yet 
another  edition  of  this  excellent  paper¬ 
back. 


In  this  unusual  coin  reference  work 
no  stone  is  left  unturned  for  the  com¬ 
plete  orientation  of  the  readcr-about-to- 
become-collector  into  the  many  facets 
of  the  coin  collecting  hobby;  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  collecting  are  set  forth  in 
detail  in  this  handy,  easily  portable 
volume.  The  introduction  discusses  buy¬ 
ing,  selling,  and  collecting  coins.  Condi¬ 
tion,  preservation,  and  cleaning  of  coins 
arc  examined  and  mints  and  mint  marks 
explained.  The  history  of  each  coin  type 
is  given  and  the  book  is  dotted  with 
information  about  the  coin  market  and 
how  to  profit  through  buying  and 
selling. 

All  United  States  coins  from  1792 
through  1972  are  included.  Special  sec¬ 
tions  cover  commemorativcs,  gold,  proof 
sets,  and  paper  money.  Rare  and  unusual 
varieties,  for  the  most  part,  have  been 
excluded  to  make  the  book  as  easy  to 
understand  as  possible.  Coinage  figures 
arc  given  in  a  condensed  form  for  easy 
assimilation,  and  each  coin  type  is  de¬ 
scribed  historically  and  illustrated  with 
clear,  well-defined  illustrations  in  actual 
size;  Brown  and  Dunn  condition  grades 
arc  positioned  adjacent  to  each  type. 
Valuations  in  this  catalog  are  essentially 
condensations  of  the  most  useful  price 
listings  in  the  Red  Book  and  Blue  Book, 
and  all  Red  Book  prices  are  printed  in 
red  for  prompt  identification  and  com¬ 
parison  with  buying  prices,  which  are 
printed  in  black. 

In  manufacturing  this  catalog  nothing 
has  been  overlooked  that  will  make  it 
the  bigest  bargain  in  its  field.  It  features 
a  large  paperback  size,  128  pages  of  the 
finest  paper  stock  that  will  outlast  daily- 
use,  two-color  printing  throughout,  and 
a  new  full-color  cover  that  is  bound  to 
attract  attention.  Each  dozen  books  is 
packaged  in  an  attractive  display  unit 
specially  designed  for  counter  space, 
with  a  brilliant  window  streamer  en¬ 
closed  for  good  measure.  Stock  number 
is  9052. 

Suggested  retail  price  of  this  best 
seller  is  still  $1.00,  and  under  today’s 
economic  conditions,  this  is  a  mighty 
big  bargain  that  will  appeal  to  every 
child  and  adult  with  a  coin  in  his  pocket. 
The  name  “WHITMAN”  still  carries 
with  it  an  aura  of  integrity  and  unbeaten 
value.  ■ 


WHITMAN  AWARDED 
CERTIFICATE  OF  SERVICE 

In  recognition  of  outstanding  service 
to  customers  and  for  highest  business 
standards  in  accord  with  the  coin 
publications’  advertising  requirements, 
Whitman  has  once  again  been  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  “Customer  Service 


Award,”  pictured  above,  from  Krause 
Publications,  Inc.,  publisher  of  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  Coins  Magazine,  and  Coin 
Prices. 

Whitman  places  advertising  in  all  the 
leading  coin  publications  for  the  benefit 
of  its  dealer  organization  throughout 
the  country.  These  ads  are  designed  to 
promote  the  hobby  and  Whitman  coin 
supplies,  and  direct  potential  customers 
to  local  outlets  where  these  supplies  may 
be  obtained. 


The  award  emphasizes  the  fact  that 
Whitman  integrity,  its  dedication  to 
the  needs  of  its  customers,  and  its  con¬ 
tinuing  search  for  highest  quality  at 
lowest  prices,  are  still  the  fundamental 
precepts  upon  which  Whitman  builds  its 
business.  ■ 


1974  RED  BOOK  WILL 
REFLECT  SOARING  PRICES 

During  the  past  six  months  a  wave 
of  accelerated  activity  in  collecting 
choice  United  States  coins  has  resulted 
in  runaway  prices  for  most  of  the  de¬ 
sirable  and  scarce  coins  in  every  cate¬ 
gory.  Leading  the  list  of  soaring  prices 
are  gold  coins,  particularly  the  more 
common  pieces  which  arc  traditionally 
tied  to  the  value  of  gold  bullion. 

The  recent  rise  in  gold  bullion  value 
to  an  all  time  record  high  has  touched 
of!  the  gold  fever,  and  this  in  many  cases 
forced  the  prices  of  common  gold  coins 
to  double  what  was  listed  in  the  26th 
edition  of  Whitman’s  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins.  Gold,  however, 
is  not  the  only  area  to  be  affected  by 
the  booming  market,  and  increased  in¬ 
terest  in  silver  coins  stimulated  by  the 
ever  rising  price  of  silver  bullion  has 
pushed  values  of  common  silver  coins 
to  all  time  records,  and  a  general  in¬ 
terest  in  collecting  desirable  type  coins 
in  choicest  condition  has  fostered  an 
almost  hysterical  clamor  for  these  pieces 
as  a  glamorous  investment. 

Type  coins,  always  considered  blue 
chip  stock  for  coin  collectors,  have  in 
many  cases  doubled  in  value  over  the 
past  year. 

In  reviewing  price  revisions  that  will 
be  incorporated  into  I974’s  27th  edition 


of  the  Red  Book,  author  R.  S.  Yeoman 
commented  that  the  accelerated  rate  of 
coin  value  increases  this  year  will  be  the 
most  dramatic  ever  seen.  Nearly  all  type 
coins  have  soared  to  all  time  record 
highs,  and  the  value  of  gold  coins  has 
moved  to  almost  unbelievable  levels. 


With  collector  interest  strongly  fo¬ 
cused  on  choice  type  coins,  the  subject 
for  this  year’s  special  feature  9-page 
dissertation  will  appropriately  be  a 
record  of  values  of  type  coins  through¬ 
out  the  26-vear  history  of  the  Red  Book. 
The  tables  presented  in  this  compilation 
should  prove  invaluable  to  collectors  and 
investors  seeking  price  trend  records  of 
these  coveted  items  over  a  prolonged 
period. 

While  the  all-important  current  mar¬ 
ket  values  of  United  States  coins  will  be 
the  most  significant  feature  of  the  new 
Red  Book,  Whitman  editors  have  not 
stopped  there  at  making  improvements 
that  will  add  to  the  usefulness  of  this 
invaluable  reference.  As  usual,  the  com¬ 
plete  book  has  been  reviewed  and  up¬ 


dated  with  all  significant  numismatic 
developments.  A  large  number  of  re¬ 
ported  overdates  and  varieties  have  been 
examined  and  considered  for  inclusion 
in  the  Guide  Book.  The  most  popular 
of  these,  the  1972  Doubled  Die  Cent, 
will  be  listed  and  priced.  Several  re¬ 
ported  new  overdates,  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  and 
controversy,  arc  also  being  considered 
as  candidates  for  the  catalog.  Whitman’s 
editorial  policy  for  such  coins  is  one  of 
conservatism,  and  coins  of  this  nature 
are  not  listed  in  the  Red  Book  if  there 
is  any  question  of  doubt  about  the  sig¬ 
nificance  or  validity  of  exceptional  va¬ 
rieties. 

The  1864/5  2 4  piece  and  1846/5-0 
Eagle,  first  listed  in  the  26th  edition  of 
the  Red  Book,  are  two  coins  that  have 
recently  been  subjected  to  additional 
scrutiny.  Subsequent  investigation  of 
the  I4  piece  revealed  that  rather  than 
being  a  true  overdate,  it  is  more  likely 
a  rcpunched  date  with  the  unusual  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  a  5  over  a  4,  and 
on  the  basis  of  this  evidence  it  will  be 
deleted  from  future  editions  of  the  book. 
Similarly,  the  1846  Eagle,  through  com¬ 
parison  with  a  number  of  related  coins 
of  that  year,  has  been  proven  to  be  not 
a  true  overdate,  and  this  coin  also  will 
be  deleted. 

All  in  all,  the  1974  Red  Book  promises 
to  be  the  most  accurate  and  up-to-date 
book  of  its  kind  ever  pubished.  Sales  of 
the  past  edition  outstripped  all  expec¬ 
tations  and  distributors  have  been  com¬ 
pletely  sold  out  for  months. 

The  all-new  1974  27th  annual  edition 
of  die  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  is  scheduled  to  go  on  sale  July  1, 
the  traditional  release  date.  The  retail 
price  of  the  book,  $2.50,  is  about  all  that 
nas  not  been  changed.  ■ 


GIVEAWAY  BOOKLET 
PROMOTES  COIN  HOBBY 


For  the  past  several  years,  Whitman^fca 
has  encouraged  coin  collecting  at  the^^F 
beginner  level  through  a  giveaway  book¬ 
let  entitled  Welcome  to  Coin  Collecting. 

This  handy  16-page  brochure  whets  the 


appetite  of  the  novice  and  steers  him 
on  the  right  path  to  his  coin  hobby 
dealer’s  store. 


Hundreds  of  thousands  of  these  book¬ 
lets  have  been  given  to  neophytes  at 
conventions,  over  dealers’  counters,  and 
through  the  mail.  The  most  successful 
distribution  campaign  has  been  through 
newspaper  coin  columnists,  who  offer 
to  mail  these  without  charge  to  their 
readers. 

The  booklet  has  been  so  successful 
that  we  would  like  to  broaden  its. 
scope  by  making  it  available  to  dealer^ 
throughout  the  country  for  free  store 
distribution  to  new  customers. 

Welcome  to  Coin  Collecting  is  avail¬ 
able  upon  request  from  your  regular 
Whitman  distributor.  Be  sure  to  have  a 
supply  in  your  store  to  stimulate  interest 
in  the  hobby  among  the  young  and  be¬ 
ginner  collectors.  ■ 
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